T-cell signalling and autoimmunity: molecular mechanisms of disease.
The genetic manipulation of mice has led to insights into the molecular mechanisms of autoimmune disease. Recent studies have begun to identify ways in which signalling cascades can be disrupted that preclude the development of autoimmunity. This review outlines a new model for the induction of T-cell-mediated autoimmune diseases. I highlight recent data that illustrate the ways in which the altered survival of T cells and defects in the inhibitory signalling pathways of T cells can contribute to autoimmunity.